
And let us
consider how
we may spur
one another 
on toward 
love and 

good deeds.
HEBREWS 10:24

BUILDING
VIRTUES

Continuing Our Mission



As we embark on Saint Thomas the Apostle’s 70th anniversary in 2020, 
I am moved by the opportunity to serve as your pastor at such a pivotal 
time for our parish. I reflect on our rich history—the many lives that have 
been transformed by our church and school; the many hearts that have been 
opened to the Gospel; the community traditions and memories we share 
that make this place so special—and it foreshadows a promising future. 

For those of  you that joined me in 2016 when we launched our first Build-
ing Virtues campaign, thank you for your foresight and long term commit-
ment to the future generations of  Saint Thomas. For those of  you that are 
new to the STA family or were reluctant to join our previous campaign 
efforts, I welcome you to be a part of  this important endeavor and ask for 
your participation, not just financially but in faith as well. As we kick off the 
next step in our campaign and “Continue Our Mission”, I encourage every 
family, every parishioner, every student in our community to consider how 
you might make this an opportunity to grow in virtue and give of  yourself  
sacrificially. Each of  you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as 
faithful stewards of  God’s grace in its various forms. (Peter 4:10) 

The following pages outline what we seek to build for our shared future, as a faith community at the 
heart of  a growing diocese. Our forefathers built this parish for us on faith, not knowing what the future 
held. They started the race well and the baton is now passed to us to provide for the needs of  the Church, 
in this generation and for generations to come. It is our turn to pay it forward. Where this campaign 
may seem daunting, I encourage you to have faith in what we can accomplish together, as Abraham did 
so long ago when he was called to go out to a new land and establish a new nation. Where it may seem 
impossible, I urge you to have hope and remember that God is with us. Where it may seem inconvenient 
or even hard to give, I believe you will encounter Christ when you do. 

No gift is too small and likewise, to “whom much is given, much will be required” (Luke 12:48). I would 
like to see 100 percent participation from our community, not only financially but in prayer as well. 
It is transformative for our parish to come together focused on a common goal, and I pray that this  
campaign serves to unite us more deeply and for many years to come.

In All Things May Christ Be Glorified!

Father Steve

JOIN US AS WE CONTINUE OUR MISSION!

Do you not know that the runners in 
the stadium all run in the race,
but only one wins the prize?

Run so as to win. 
1 CORINTHIANS 9:24



Since our founding in 1950, Saint Thomas has grown to include over 1,800 parish 
families and 560 students. We now stand at the heart of  Phoenix which has grown 14 times 
larger than when we began building 70 years ago, and our parish continues to grow by an average 
of  240 families a year. With time and growth, our facilities have aged and our 1950’s campus is 
struggling to meet the needs of  an expanding parish and 21st century school.

Because of  the existing configuration of  our property, with the school taking up the majority of  our 
10-acre parcel, we are feeling the pinch of  a growing parish which lacks a “parish center.” Our 
lack of  space limits our ability to accommodate growing ministries, youth groups, 
social gatherings, or larger receptions for baptisms, weddings and funerals. 

Our school also has dire needs for revitalized facilities. Buildings are aging and the main-
tenance costs are becoming prohibitive. In the near future, we are facing the reality that any cash 
flow the parish and school have each year will be allocated to pay for repairs and deferred mainte-
nance. The best use of  our financial resources is to invest now in new construction that will take us 
long into the future. New construction also allows us to address lack-of-space issues we wrestle with 
as we try to grow 21st century learning programs. We lack appropriate classrooms for our differen-
tiated learning programs and STEM, office space for admin and support services, and spaces for 
library, foreign language and the arts. We have also long-dreamed of  a gym to house an ever-robust 
athletics program.

The solution to both issues 
of  parish life and school are 
found when one solves for 
the other. By putting school 
construction first, we will be 
able to address the pressing is-
sues the school currently faces 
AND reduce the school’s foot-
print in the process. This will 
create an incredible amount 
of  space to then build a proper 
parish center and gymnasium.
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PHASE 1 CONSTRUCTION: 3-STORY SCHOOL BUILDING

CONCEPTUAL RENDERINGS Building scale, materiality and architectural features will relate to our history and 
existing church building. Architectural details will be refined throughout the design process.



A CAMPAIGN OF DISCIPLESHIP & EVANGELIZATION  

DIRECT PARISH SUPPORT

$ 34 
MILLION

As the communities within our diocese experience exponential growth, 
our parishes and missions seek ways to respond to their individual 
needs.  To help meet these needs, 35 cents of every dollar collected for the 
campaign will be returned to the parish.  This direct support allows our 
parishes and missions to minister to the unique needs of their faithful. 

Parishes and missions might have the opportunity to fund special projects 
such as evangelization and catechesis or facility improvement/expansion 
or scholarship funding. 

NEWMAN CENTERS

$ 10 MILLION

The Newman Centers at ASU and NAU have so many students attend-
ing Mass and faith formation events that they have outgrown their space. 
Part of this funding will enable them to reach more students by expanding 
their current facilities. GCU currently has no Catholic Campus ministry. 
Their funding will assist in building a Newman Center. 

SEMINARIAN SUPPORT

FRANCIS MERCY FUND

$ 4 
MILLION

$ 7 
MILLION

Vocations to the priesthood are vital for meeting the spiritual and 
pastoral needs of the 1.2 million Catholics in our diocese. Currently 
40 men are in various stages of formation. With these funds, we 
will be able to financially support them as they move through 
formation. 

MINISTRY SUPPORT

$ 3.8 
MILLION

These funds will support the work of the many existing ministries 
of the Diocese of Phoenix. 

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT

$ 7.2 
MILLION

In the spirit of good stewardship, 7 cents of every dollar donated
will be used to cover the costs of the capital campaign. 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION

$ 34 
MILLION

Need outweighs available resources for many organizations doing 
Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy. These funds will help 
Foundation for Senior Living (FSL) to develop a new facility for 
their adult daycare; Catholic Charities to build two new re-entry 
homes for women  leaving incarceration; St. Vincent de Paul 
(SVdP) to expand their main campus to meet the many needs 
their clients face; Regina Cleri to be established as the first  
retirement home for Diocesan priests in the Diocese of Phoenix.

Regina Cleri. . . . . . . . . . . . . $3 million 
SVdP. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2 million 
Catholic Charities. . . . . . . .$1 million
FSL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1 million

St. John Paul II High School  $23 Million
The West Valley is the fastest growing area in Maricopa County. Officials 
are projecting a 50% population increase by 2050. Because the closest 
Catholic high school is an hour away, many families are unable to provide 
Catholic education for their children. Funding for the high school will 
cover building and start up costs.

Construction Costs. . . . . . . .$16 million
Tuition Assistance. . . . . . . . .$4 million
Startup Costs. . . . . . . . . . . . . $3 million

Growth And Development $7 Million
As the diocese grows, so does the need for Catholic education. This fund 
will help current schools maintain the necessary levels of safety and opera-
tions, as well as assist with the development of new schools. 

Tuition Assistance $4 Million
Catholic education plays a vital role in leading the youngest generation to 
truth and freedom. A family’s financial obligations  should never be an ob-
stacle to this. These funds will provide scholarships to children who would 
not otherwise be able to attend Catholic schools. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:

The Office of Mission Advancement
Phone: 602.354.2026

campaigninfo@diocesephoenix.org
TogetherGoForth.org

$34,000,000
Catholic Education

$34,000,000
Direct Parish Support

$4,000,000
Seminarian Support

$7,200,000
Administrative Support

$10,000,000
Newman Centers

$7,000,000
Francis Mercy Fund

$3,800,000
Ministry Support

Holy Trinity Newman Center (NAU)… . . . . . .$4.25 million
All Saints Newman Center (ASU). . . . . . . . . . . .$4.25 million
Holy Spirit Newman Center (GCU). . . . . . . . . .$1.5 million

In addition to our campus redevelopment, Saint Thomas the Apostle will join all parishes across 
the diocese in supporting the Catholic discipleship and evangelization efforts of  the Together, Let 
Us Go Forth campaign. Our parish will contribute $1.38 million to this $100 million endeavor. 

For detailed information on who you will help by contributing to this historic effort, visit:
www.TogetherGoForth.org 

TOGETHER LET US GO FORTH
aims to serve over 1.1 million 
Catholics across the Diocese of  
Phoenix through: 

DIRECT PARISH SUPPORT:
Thirty-five cents of  every dollar given 
to the campaign returns to the parishes, 
giving pastors and parish leaders the  
opportunity to minister to the unique 
needs of  their community.

CATHOLIC EDUCATION:
• St. John Paul II Highschool
• Growth and Development
• Tuition Assistance

NEWMAN CENTERS:
Catholic Campus Ministry at
ASU, NAU and GCU.
• Holy Trinity Newman Center
• All Saints Newman Center
• Holy Spirit Newman Center

FRANCIS MERCY FUND:
Supporting Corporal and  
Spiritual Works of  Mercy.
• Regina Cleri retirement home for  

Diocesan priests
• St. Vincent de Paul main campus 

expansion
• Catholic Charities re-entry homes 

for women leaving incarceration
• Foundation for Senior Living

SEMINARIAN SUPPORT:
Supporting vocations to the  
priesthood.

MINISTRY SUPPORT:
Supporting existing ministries of  the  
Diocese of  Phoenix.

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT:
7 cents of  every dollar is used to cover 
costs of  the campaign.



OUR CAMPAIGN GOAL: $4 MILLION 

5-YEAR GIFT CHART

Our pre-campaign feasibility study in June/July of  2019, conducted by Ruotolo Associates, revealed 
that our parish has the capacity to raise $4 million in this campaign. We aim to exceed 
this goal and begin construction on the new school building as soon as possible. The project will 
be paid for with a combination of  funds we have reserved from our first Building 
Virtues campaign, funds raised in our combined Building Virtues and Together Let 
Us Go Forth campaign, a portion of  parish savings, and bank financing.

The redemption period for this campaign is five years which allows donors an option to make larger 
gifts paid over time. Use the 5-Year Gift Chart to guide you as you prayerfully consider your contri-
bution. Payments on pledges can be made in cash, by check or credit card, securities 
and matching gifts. Other ways of  giving include bequests, life insurance, real estate 
or life income gifts. Please consult your tax advisor or financial planner for advice. 

TOTAL GIFT 10% DOWN
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DID YOU KNOW?
If every parish family gave just
$2 per day for 5 years, 
we would raise 
$6.57 million! 

2020 MARKS OUR
70TH ANNIVERSARY!
If every parish family gave 
$70 per month for 5 years, 
we would raise $7.56 million! 

MATCH THE 
PASTOR’S PLEDGE!
If every parish family gave 
$100 per month for 5 years, 
we would raise $10.8 million! 

As you pray about what a sacrificial gift means for you and your family, consider creative ways to 
challenge yourself  and other families you know.

WHY A COMBINED CAMPAIGN? Our parish was scheduled to participate in December 
2019 in the Together Let Us Go Forth—Juntos Sigamos Adelante Campaign to strengthen disci-
pleship and evangelization in the Diocese of  Phoenix. Our parish leadership decided to use the timing of  
this to combine our campaign efforts, supporting both our parish and the Catholic community-at-large. 

How much am I expected to give? Your pledge is a very personal decision. This 
campaign is a unique opportunity for the church to continue as a vibrant place to worship. Ultimately, 
we ask that you consider making a sacrificial gift that is in addition to tithing. 

How long will I have to meet my pledge? Making a pledge as opposed to a 
one-time gift allows you to make a larger gift to this campaign over a designated period of  time. We are 
asking parishioners to fulfill their pledges over a five-year period.  

I already give to the parish. Why should I support the  
campaign? The campaign supports a very special project and is separate from the 
regular Mass collections. The parish is grateful for all donations it receives throughout the year. 
Your generous weekly contributions are needed every week for regular operating expenses and are not 
designated for capital improvements or repairs. Ideally, the parish’s ordinary income should be at least 
equal to its ordinary expenses (utilities, supplies, services, employee salary and benefits, insurance, etc.). 
Capital projects are considered extraordinary expenses that need additional funding.  

HOW IS THE CDA DIFFERENT THAN THIS CAMPAIGN? WHY IS IT  
IMPORTANT TO PARTICIPATE IN BOTH? The CDA generates funds for the day 
to day operations of  diocesan ministries and apostolates, whereas the Campaign will 
raise funds for extraordinary needs of  all 117 parishes, 30+ Catholic schools, Newman Centers, 
Seminarians and more. It is important to support both because over 70 apostolates and ministries help 
the Catholic Church have a strong presence in the community. However, there are additional substantial 
needs that the CDA cannot support financially, yet are essential to help our parishes and schools with 
strategic growth and sustainability.

Is my gift tax deductible? Yes. The amount contributed is deductible to the full extent 
provided by the law. 

THE POWER OF PARTICIPATION

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

HOW CAN I MAKE MY PLEDGE? Pledge cards will be distributed at two In-Pew  
Commitment Weekends on January 11th-12th and January 25th-26th. If  you would like 
to make your pledge before then, please contact Bri Cooney at the parish office by calling (602) 368-
5222  (direct) or emailing bcooney@staphx.org. Completed pledge cards can be mailed or dropped 
off in person to the parish office. You may also drop them in collection baskets during Mass.

HOW IS PLEDGE REDEMPTION BEING HANDLED WITH THIS  
COMBINED CAMPAIGN? The Diocese of  Phoenix is managing pledge redemp-
tion for the Building Virtues/Together Let Us Go Forth combined campaign. Pledge 
cards are turned into the parish where they are reviewed by Father Steve and processed for trans-
mittal to the Diocese. The Diocese reaches out to each donor acknowleding your pledge and coor-
dinating your payment method and payment reminders. Your pledge and payments are credited to 
Saint Thomas the Apostle. The Diocese disburses funds to our parish quarterly.

I’M NOT ABLE TO MAKE A SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL GIFT BUT WANT TO 
CONTRIBUTE. WHAT CAN I DO? Remember that no gift is too small and when small 
gifts come together they make a great impact. Prayer is a meaningful way every person can 
contribute to our campaign.




